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By PHILIPP KAUFMANN 

 

I 
N August 2009, I started working at 

the WAO Child Care Centre (CCC).  

I knew I was going to be here for one 

year and since I was the first male 

intern in the history of WAO, I knew I 

wasn’t the only one who was nervous.  

     When I started, I didn’t know what they 

were expecting from me and what my daily 

tasks would be. There were 15 children 

living at the CCC at that time. They were 

aged between three and 13 years old and 

with the exception of two Malay girls, they 

were all Indians. 

     My host family for the first three 

months was Indian as well so I had a lot of 

exposure to Malaysian-Indian culture. At 

the CCC, I ate with the children and their 

caregivers and soon, I fell in love with the 

spicy food! 

    While playing games with the children I 

learned Bahasa Malaysia and some Tamil. My 

new name was ―Philipp An’né‖ (pronounced 

an-NAY) and it didn’t take long before I 

started to feel like a real ―older brother‖ to 

all the lovely children. 

     My role at the CCC was kindergarten 

teacher, private tutor and elder brother, all 

rolled into one. I helped with homework, 

gave general knowledge lessons, calmed 

down children who were crying or fighting, 

participated in outdoor activities with them 

and helped (CCC supervisor) Auntie Mary 

(Selina) in the office. I soon became a 

member of Auntie Mary’s team. 

     But the CCC wasn’t my only project. 

After my time living with my host family 

was up, I had to search for an apartment. 

The CCC became my refuge, the safe place 

I could go back to every day.  

     I also travelled a lot and after each 

overseas trip, I was happy to return to the 

children and the Aunties.  

     Of course, there were difficulties but I 

always found solutions and got a lot of 

support. The only real problem I encoun-

tered was motivating the children.  

     I had to accept the fact that I could only 

make a small difference in the children’s 

lives. The children came to the CCC and 

we committed ourselves to them, teaching 

them to read and write, and also trying 

make them happy.  

     But after a couple of months, the 

BEING THE ELDER BROTHER 

WAO Statistics  

(May to July 2010) 

 

Shelter residents:  

53 women /   

32 children 

Telephone 

counselling: 

479 callers 

Face-to-face 

counselling: 

37 clients 

In this issue:                         Page 

Keeping watch at night 

Remove all reservations 

2 

3 

Judges should exercise 

discretion 

 

4 

Bung Mokhtar case a blow to 

gender equality 

Denial, culture of shame to 

blame  

 

5 

 

7 

Child Care Centre update 

Fundraising & events 

Pitch in for the  Refuge  

and CCC 

8 

9 

 

10 

Vol. 3, July - September 2010 

Inroads 

Positive steps: Walking on July 4, 2010, to raise funds and awareness – Image 

courtesy of Pat Lu  

Enriching experience: Philipp Kaufmann, 

20, spent a year doting over his charges at 

the WAO Child Care Centre. 

> SEE PAGE 6 

WAO’s first male intern reflects 

on his one-year stint with the  

organisation. 



Page 2 

 

By KARIN LONG 

 

N 
ORMAH Mohd. 

Noor, 61,  also 

fondly known as 

―Auntie Normah‖ 

or ―Kak Normah‖ to the resi-

dents at the WAO refuge, has 

been working with as the night 

supervisor for 18 years.  

     It is women like Normah, 

who have committed them-

selves to WAO for such a long 

time, who have been pillars of 

support for the organisation. 

     Before she joined WAO, 

Normah was employed as a 

clerical worker. She started 

working for WAO in 1992 after 

responding to a newspaper 

advertisement for the night 

supervisor position.  

     Normah’s duties differ from 

that of other staff since she 

looks after the refuge at night.  

     Though she stays overnight 

at the refuge, she is tasked with 

overseeing all of WAO’s three 

centres (the child care centre, 

refuge, and administration of-

fice) in case of any emergency.  

     Her work hours are from 

7pm to 7am and her main du-

ties are to provide the resi-

dents with anything they may 

need during the night such as 

medicine or toiletries.  

     If any of the women or chil-

dren get sick, Normah will take 

them to the hospital. If the 

police or hospital refers any 

women to WAO, she will as-

sess them and call in a social 

worker.  

     Normah also makes sure 

the children are in bed by 9pm 

sharp and that the television or 

radio is turned off by 11pm       

     The other rule that is en-

forced is that the women stay-

ing at the shelter have to be 

back by 8pm, or call  

Normah to let her know they 

will be late.  

     Essentially, Normah is the 

one who handles any crises that 

may occur at night.  

     When asked about how she 

deals with conflicts that might 

arise between the women at 

the refuge, she said that she 

tries to be a mediator and not 

take sides.  

     She insists that, ―not  

taking sides is really important if 

you want to solve any con-

flicts.‖ However, if she cannot 

handle the situation on her 

own, she will call one of the 

social workers for help.  

     But one of her most impor-

tant duties is to comfort the 

women and assure them that 

they are safe at the WAO  

refuge.  

     Though there have been 

many scary incidents that have 

happened over the years, such 

as furious husbands trying to 

climb the gate to gain access to 

the refuge, Normah tells the 

women: ―Do not be afraid be-

cause we are always together.‖  

     She adds that: ―The safety 

and security of the women 

always comes first at the  

refuge.‖  

     Thanks to Normah, the 

women have someone to turn 

to during the night and they can 

feel safe at the WAO refuge. 

 

Women’s Aid Organisation 

P.O. Box 493, Jalan Sultan 
46760 Petaling Jaya 

Selangor Darul Ehsan  
 

Phone: +603 7957 5636 
Fax: +603 7957 0636 

Counselling:  
+603 7956 3488 

 
E-mail: wao@po.jaring.my 

Web: wao.org.my 
 

Find us also on Facebook 

No woman deserves  

to be battered!  

KEEPING WATCH AT NIGHT 

 

The Malacca chief minister’s rationale 

that permitting children to marry ―is a 

practical move in preventing cases of 

unwed teenage mothers and other social 

problems‖ is irresponsible and danger-

ous.  

     Marriage is held to be the lifetime 

union between two consenting adults.  

How can girls below the age of 16 and 

boys below the age of 18 be allowed to 

make such a life-altering decision?  

     The only decisions children should 

be making about their future are what 

interests them, what great things they 

want to achieve in life and maybe what 

flavour of ice cream they want after 

school.  

     Please don’t resign them to a life 

with limited choices in order to legiti-

mise sex and pre-marital pregnancy.  

     Furthermore, it should also be noted 

that for Muslims, children born within 

six months of the marriage ceremony 

may not be able to register the father’s 

name on the birth certificate rendering 

the child ―illegitimate‖, although we at 

WAO believe this status and term 

should no longer be used. 

     Teenage pregnancies should be dealt 

with through the use of well thought-

out social and education policies. Chil-

dren should not be forced to enter into 

a decision most adults struggle with in 

order to appease certain quarters. 

 

Valerie Mohan 

Programme Officer 

 

— Malaysiakini, Aug 11, 2010 

TEENS NOT EQUIPPE D TO MAKE  LIFE DECISIONS  

Devotion: Normah 

Mohd Noor takes 

care of the residents 

and keeps them safe 

at the refuge. 
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T 
HE Joint Action Group for 

Gender Equality (JAG) wel-

comes the government’s an-

nouncement that it has re-

moved three of its reservations to the 

United Nations Convention on the Elimi-

nation of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women (CEDAW)1. This move – 

which addresses discrimination against 

women in public life, child marriage and 

stereotyping of women and girls – is a step 

in the right direction towards Malaysia’s 

commitment to end discrimination against 

women in all aspects of our public and pri-

vate lives. In addition, the government 

must also take every measure necessary to 

fully implement the provisions of CEDAW 

in order to fulfil its international obliga-

tions and to truly give effect to the princi-

ples of equality and non-discrimination. 

     JAG also congratulates the government 

on its appointment of the first two female 

Syariah Court judges for the Federal Terri-

tories of Putrajaya and Kuala Lumpur. We 

urge all state governments to follow this 

example, which is a concrete step forward 

in the process of ending the discrimination 

against women in holding public office as 

Syariah Court judges.  

     The appointment of the two female 

Syariah court judges is in line with the  

government’s removal of its reservation on 

Article 7(b) of CEDAW, which requires 

governments to enable women’s participa-

tion in the formulation and implementation 

of government policy, to hold public office 

and to perform all public functions at all 

levels of government. It is also in keeping 

with the 2006 national fatwa on the right 

of women to be appointed as judges. 

     While JAG agrees with the statement 

made by the Women, Family and Commu-

nity Development Minister Datuk Seri 

Shahrizat Abdul Jalil in condemning child 

marriage as a human rights violation, we 

urge her and the government to take the 

next necessary steps to amend the civil 

and Islamic family laws to set the minimum 

age to marry at 18 years, with no excep-

tions.  

     This would comply with the Child Act 

2001, as well as Malaysia’s obligations un-

der Article 16(2) of CEDAW, which pro-

hibits child marriage, and Article 1 of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child, 

which defines children as anyone under the 

age of 18. It would also conform with the 

government’s duty to protect children’s 

well-being and ensure their right to educa-

tion, as stated in the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child and generally agreed 

upon in the international community.  

     Currently, non-Muslims in Malaysia can 

marry at 18 years of age for both males 

and females, though non-Muslim females 

between the ages of 16 and 18 can marry 

with the authorisation of the Chief Minis-

ter. For Muslims, the minimum age to 

marry is 16 years for females and 18 for 

males, with the exception of boys and girls 

under these ages who obtain the Syariah 

Court’s consent.  

     Recent data showing the rates of pre-

marital HIV testing in Malaysia indicate that 

there are high numbers of girls under 16 

years of age who intend to marry. Shock-

ingly, 32 girls under 10 years of age 

undertook the pre-marital HIV test 

in 2009 2. No boys in that age group were 

tested, and only 2 boys in the 10-14 age 

group were tested, compared to 445 girls. 

The data indicates that girl children are 

getting married, and to men who are much 

older than them.  

     It is appalling that the government 

would allow girls to marry at such a young 

age and that the law provides for this. The 

government must amend both civil and Is-

lamic family laws to ensure that all boys and 

girls are protected from child marriage.  

Press statement — July 6, 2010 REMOVE ALL RESERVATIONS 

TO CEDAW 

Apart from being psychologically traumatised by early sexualisation, child brides also face a high 

risk of dying in childbirth, like Fawziya Abdullah Youssef, 12, of Yemen, who died after struggling 

to give birth for three days. The Malaysian government is urged to set the minimum age to 

marry at 18 years, with no exceptions.  

> SEE PAGE 4 
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SHARIZAT HOPES JUDGES EXERCISE DISCRETION 

     JAG welcomes the lifting of the government’s reservation 

on Article 5(a) of CEDAW, which requires the government ―to 

modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and 

women, with a view to achieving the elimination of prejudices 

and customary and all other practices which are based on the 

idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes 

or on stereotyped roles for men and women.‖  

     Given the government’s professed commitment to 

end all laws that discriminate against women, as well as 

its position as a member of the UN Human Rights 

Council, JAG urges the government to remove its five 

remaining reservations, which relate to nationality and 

marriage and family relations, and to amend the re-

lated domestic laws.  

     The laws that must be amended include several provisions 

in Islamic Family Law that discriminate against women and the 

constitutional provision that recognises only Malaysian men, 

and not Malaysian women, as having the right to confer citizen-

ship on children born overseas. This leaves Malaysian women 

with considerable difficulties upon their return to Malaysia, as 

their children are considered foreigners and do not enjoy the 

rights of citizenship, such as attending government schools.  

     JAG congratulates the government on its initial steps to  

remove reservations to CEDAW and urges the removal of all 

of the remaining reservations and calls for a more active com-

mitment to implementing the provisions of CEDAW to move 

towards ending all forms of discrimination against women in  

Malaysia.  

 

Meera Samanther 

President 

Women’s Aid Organisation  

 

For and on behalf of JAG which comprises: 

Women’s Aid Organisation (WAO) 

Women’s Centre for Change (WCC) Penang 

Persatuan Kesedaran Komuniti Selangor (Empower) 

Sisters in Islam (SIS) 

All Women’s Action Society (AWAM) 
 

 

1When a government accepts an international convention such as  

CEDAW, it can assert reservations to parts of that convention. Reserva-

tions are not meant to be permanent as they prevent the full and effective 

implementation of that convention.    

 
2 UNGASS Country Progress Report – Malaysia, March 2010  

(http://data.unaids.org/pub/Report/2010 malaysia_2010 

_country_progress_report_en.pdf)  

AMEND LAWS TH AT DI SCRIMINATE AGAINST WOME N  

> FROM PAGE 3 

W 
OMEN leaders from both 

the government and non-

governmental organisa-

tions have slammed the 

move by the Malacca government to allow 

underage Muslims to marry.  

    Women, Family and Community Devel-
opment Minister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Ab-

dul Jalil, while acknowledging that mar-

riages involving Muslim minors would still 

require the approval of the Syariah Court, 

hoped the judges would continue to exer-

cise their discretion. She reiterated that 

the ministry’s stand on underage marriage 

was ―morally and socially unacceptable‖.  

    ―It should not be encouraged as it is 

detrimental to the development and well-

being of the child.  

    ―Placing the heavy burden and responsi-

bilities of parenthood on children can de-

prive them of their rights to a full and har-

monious development,‖ she said, adding it 

would affect the child’s psychological, emo-
tional and physical development. 

    Puteri Umno chief Datuk Rosnah Abdul 

Rashid Shirlin, in a text message, said the 

ruling would not prevent unwanted preg-

nancies as the individuals involved were not 

serious about setting up a family.  

     ―They are more interested in having fun 

without thinking about the 

consequences. 
    ―Marrying them off at an 

early age could also lead to 

broken marriages and an in-

crease in divorces. 

    ―These young couples 

would not be prepared to deal 

with certain responsibilities, 

including financial ones,‖ she 

said, stressing that such social 

ills should be nipped in the 

bud by parents who were 

responsible for their children’s 

morals and religious education. 

     Rosnah, who is also the deputy health 

minister, said parents should always know 

the whereabouts of their children and the 
latter’s friends. 

     Women’s Aid Organisation executive 

director Ivy Josiah said women’s groups 

believed that individuals should marry at 

the age of 18 or older regardless if they 

were Muslim or non-Muslim. 

     Malaysia is a signatory to two United 

Nations conventions: the con-

vention of the Rights of the 
Child and The Convention on 

the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination Against 

Women, and the conventions, 

along with the country’s Child 

Act, stipulated that women 

below 18 were children, she 

said.  

    ―It doesn’t matter if the 

family agrees. We need to 

adopt universal standards. It is 

not just an issue of age. There 

are repercussions on the child’s health, 

mentally and physically. 

     ―We must also look at the maturity of 

the individuals.‖ 

— New Straits Times, Aug 3, 2010 
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T 
HE Joint Action Group for Gender Equality (JAG) 

is disappointed with the decision made by the Shah 

Alam Syariah High Court to set aside Kinabatangan 

MP Bung Moktar Radin’s jail sentence for 

committing polygamy without the Syariah Court’s consent, 

and instead fine him RM1,000. We are especially concerned 

over the statement made by the judge, Mukhyuddin Ibrahim, 

when he handed down the decision. 

     Ironically, the decision was made at a time when the 

Syariah legal system sought to address gender-based 

discrimination in the courts by appointing two women as 

Syariah judges. The decision on the Bung Moktar case sends 

out a dangerous signal that men who try to get around the 

law by marrying another wife without consent can expect to 

be treated lightly and only pay fines for their crime. 

     This decision reinforces the perception that polygamy 

should not be taken seriously as a problem that affects many 

Muslim women in the country. This runs contrary to realities 

on the ground – a Sisters in Islam study on polygamous 

families in Peninsular Malaysia discovered that 44 percent of 

first wives had to take on extra work – after their husbands 

married a second wife – due to a decrease in the husbands’ 

contributions, and 53 percent cited an increase in domestic 

violence. 

     Furthermore, the study showed that only 28 percent of 

first wives were satisfied with their husbands’ method of 

alternating nights between them, and 47% of second wives 

were satisfied with the arrangement. 

     The judge reasoned that a man who commits polygamy 

without consent should not be served a jail sentence because 

of concerns that it will affect his responsibilities to his family. 

This ignored the fact that his family is already affected by 

his second marriage. 

     JAG also disagrees with Judge Mukhyuddin 

Ibrahim’s assertion that ―the reputation 

and image of appellant as a member of 

parliament will be viewed negatively by 

society‖ if the prison sentence is 

imposed. JAG argues that maintaining 

public trust in the justice system is far 

more important. 

     Bung Moktar is an MP and public 

figure, and therefore a role model 

for younger Malaysians. The 

perceived unequal treatment by 

the court between those in power 

and those without, will do far 

more damage to the nation than seeing an individual 

politician be brought to account for his law-breaking. 

     JAG reminds the public that this is only the latest 

incident in a series of misconducts that has tarnished Bung 

Moktar’s credibility as a lawmaker. His sexist remarks in 

Parliament are well-documented and served only to 

further degrade the august house. He later apologised to 

the public, but continued to behave in a manner 

unbefitting his responsibilities as a public figure, 

culminating in the polygamous marriage without consent 

and with no serious censure. 

     This casts serious doubt over the commitment of the 

state in upholding gender equality and delivering justice to 

women. 

 

Dr Hamidah Marican 

Executive Director  

Sisters in Islam 

 

For and on behalf of the Joint 

Action Group for Gender Equality 

(JAG) which comprises: 

Women’s Aid Organisation 

(WAO) 

Women’s Centre for Change 

(WCC) Penang 

Persatuan Kesedaran Komuniti 

Selangor (Empower) 

Sisters in Islam (SIS) 

All Women’s Action Society 

(AWAM) 

BUNG MOKHTAR CASE  

A BLOW TO  

GENDER EQUALITY 

Press statement — August 12, 2010 

Lawbreakers: Bung Mokhtar and Zizie Ezette  after the 

polygamous MP escaped a one-month jail sentence. 
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Women’s Aid Organisation 

strongly disagrees with the pro-

posal by Karpal Singh to amend 

the Penal Code to impose the 

death penalty on child rapists. 

     Rape is of course a serious 

crime and requires serious penal-

ties. However, the death penalty 

neither provides justice for the 

victim of the crime nor does it 

deter the criminals in the first 

place. 

     Numerous studies undertaken 

throughout the world have shown 

that there is little connection be-

tween crime rates and the exis-

tence of the death penalty. 

     Both Datuk Seri Abu Seman 

Yusop and Datuk Seri Shahrizat 

Abdul Jalil have been reported to 

have said that a study is needed to 

assess whether the inclusion of 

the death penalty for child rape is 

a viable option in crime deter-

rence. Why is such a study 

needed when so many studies 

have already concluded that the 

death penalty does not deter 

crime? Surely the more sensible 

option is to use government funds 

to educate the public on personal 

safety and the protection of chil-

dren. 

     The death penalty contravenes 

international standards on human 

rights. In 2005, the United Nations 

condemned the practice of capital 

punishment and has since issued 

resolutions calling for a worldwide 

moratorium on its application. 

      If Malaysia, as a member of 

the Human Rights Council, wants 

to hold its head up in the interna-

tional arena, it should respect the 

human rights of all its citizens. 

 

Sarah Thwaites  

Programme Officer 

children left to go back with their 

mother or moved to another home. I 

knew that the children would fall 

behind in their schoolwork and 

wouldn’t be able to catch up unless 

they were provided good support.  

     Thus, it was always very sad to 

watch the children leave the CCC and 

to know that I couldn’t help them any 

more. Then new children came and I 

had to start all over again. 

     But during my time at WAO, I 

learned a lot. Spending one year with 

the women and children, I learned 

from them and I’m sure I will be a 

better father and husband one day. I 

also learned so much about the various 

cultures, religions, mentalities and got 

interesting new perspectives on life. 

     But most of all I learned the 

meaning of three words: 

 

 

Responsibility – For the first time in 

my life, I was really responsible for 

someone. Once, I was alone with 15 

children and had to make sure they 

didn’t kill each other or burn down the 

house while playing with plastic toys! 

Patience – Anyone who works with 

children knows how important patience 

is and for me, a German boy living in 

Asia, I learned what patience truly 

means. 

Commitment – All non-govern­

mental organisations are based on this 

and so is WAO. It is run by women 

who make their work their lives. I am 

talking about women like Auntie Mary, 

who has committed her life completely 

to the CCC and has spent 18 years 

taking care of so many children and 

mothers.      

 

     I want to thank all the people who 

made my internship year so wonderful 

for me – your support was tremendous 

and I have so much respect and love 

for all of you! I had a great time 

working at WAO and I’m looking 

forward to returning one day. 

‘ I  LEARNED A LOT FROM THE WOMEN AND CHILDREN’  

Death penalty won’t deter child rapists Refugees add to Malaysia’s  

cultural diversity 

It was World Refugee Day yesterday. So it is timely to 

reflect a little bit on the experiences of refugees who 

have come to Malaysia seeking safety.  

     Refugees currently in Malaysia come from about 40 

countries, but they have all been through similar experi-

ences such as persecution and war and abuses of their 

human rights.  

     It is difficult to imagine being forced to leave your 

home and become separated from members of your 

family to seek safety and security in another country. It 

is a terribly courageous and brave thing to do. 

     For many years, refugees have sought safety in Malay-

sia. Among them are women asylum seekers who, while 

caring for their families and attempting to make a living, 

endure threats to their safety and security.  

     World Refugee Day is a good time to not only reflect 

on the experiences of others with compassion, but also 

to think about the rich cultural diversity refugees have 

brought with them to Malaysia and to value this as an 

important part of the layers that make up our society. 

 

Sarah Thwaites 

Programme Officer     

                                       — Malaysiakini, June 21, 2010 

> FROM PAGE 1 

Philipp Kaufmann learnt many lessons for 

life during his internship with WAO. 
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T 
HE biggest collateral damage 

from unwanted pregnancies 

is abandoned babies; the fact 

that the infants will have no 

recollection of their early days does 

not make the phenomenon of baby 

abandonment any less distressing. 

     As of Aug 18, 58 newborns and 

nine foetuses have been found aban-

doned in Malaysia — this year alone. 

Some babies have been found in rub-

bish bins or flushed down toilets. 

     Presently, all blame is placed on the 

(usually young) mothers of these aban-

doned babies and there has been a 

move to criminalise the act of ―baby 

dumping‖. 

     Well, ―dumping‖ is a dreadful de-

scription.  

     Ivy Josiah, executive director of the 

Women’s Aid Organisation (WAO), 

opposes the term ―baby dumping‖.  

     ―It suggests they are rubbish,‖ she 

said, proposing the neutral term 

―mothers abandoning their babies‖. 

     In any case, there are two distinct 

categories. There are mothers who left 

their babies at doorsteps, with the 

intention of having the babies spotted 

and eventually, adopted. On the other 

hand, there are those who had no wish 

for the babies to be found. Hence, the 

intensely debated proposal to prose-

cute offenders.  

     Deputy Women, Family and Com-

munity Development Minister Senator 

Heng Seai Kie said parents who dumped 

babies, leading to their deaths, should 

be charged with murder, because they 

robbed a child of his right to live. Back-

ing minister Datuk Seri Shahrizat Abdul 

Jalil’s stance on the matter, Heng said: 

―If they dump the baby in a way that 

endangers the baby and causes death, 

then it is murder.‖  

     Where does the problem of baby 

abandonment begin? By the time con-

ception takes place, it’s already too 

late.  

     WAO programme officer Valerie 

Mohan related the experience of a 

friend, who was pregnant out of wed-

lock, at a recent discussion. 

     ―If she dumps the baby, she will be 

seen as a terrible person and if she 

keeps the baby, she will also be seen as 

a terrible person.‖  

     Malaysia Psychology Centre princi-

pal consultant Dr Edward Chan and 

Valerie are among those arguing that 

parents should not be in denial. It is a 

fact the young people are getting into 

relationships at an earlier age, they said. 

     Valerie said: ―The government must 

be aware of the reality (that) students 

in Forms Three, Four and Five are 

(already) having sex.‖  

     Within a society that’s in denial, 

getting parents of teenagers to acknow-

ledge that their children are having sex, 

is itself a revolutionary concept.  

     And, Section 375 of the Penal Code 

states that one can be charged with 

statutory rape for having sex with a girl 

under 16 – Form Four or lower – with 

or without her consent. Also, Syariah 

law dictates that Muslims can only have 

sex upon marriage. The minimum mar-

riage age for Muslim men is 18 and 16 

for girls. 

     Pantai Medical Hospital psychologist 

Datuk Dr Mat Saad Baki views baby 

dumping as a symptom of a larger 

problem – a lack of knowledge about 

reproduction, coupled with the inability 

to control sexual desires and urges.  

     ―In some cases, it can also be the 

result of unwanted sex, such as rape or 

incest.‖  

     Largely escaping scrutiny of the 

issue are the young men responsible 

for the unwanted pregnancies. In Dr 

Chan’s view, many young pregnant 

women decide they don’t want their 

babies after they are abandoned by 

their emotionally immature partners. 

     He said young women who dumped 

their babies often did so because they 

felt betrayed and used by the child’s  

father.  

     ―While boys find it easier to enter 

relationships without being emotionally 

attached, many girls confuse love with 

sex, which can lead to feelings of aban-

donment later,‖ he said.  

     There has been no shortage of pro-

posed solutions to tackle the issue of 

baby abandonment. The Malacca gov-

ernment is allowing teenagers to marry 

and wants to set up a school for preg-

nant teenagers. Meanwhile, the police 

said it would investigate baby-dumping 

cases as attempted murder or murder 

under Section 302 and 307 of the Penal 

Code respectively. Whether the case is 

classified as murder or attempted mur-

der would be decided by the Attorney-

General’s Chambers.  

     Josiah said it was time to look at 

implementing comprehensive repro-

ductive health education in schools 

because of its track record in reducing 

the rates of unplanned pregnancies, 

sexually transmitted diseases and abor-

tions elsewhere.  

     ―It has also been proven to delay 

sexual activity to a later age and lower-

ing young people’s involvement in high-

risk behaviour.‖  

     Echoing this, Dr Mat Saad said sexual 

health education was not about teaching 

young people how to have sex.  

     ―Young people already know how 

to have sex. What sex education does 

is teach them how to have safe sex, 

how to avoid being pressured into sex 

and how to behave in relationships.‖  

     While Josiah alluded to a ―wider 

culture of shame‖, she said what  

society should do is stop being quick to 

criticise and stop being judgmental 

towards unwed pregnant girls.  

 

Revised version of an article which appeared 

in New Straits Times on Aug 26, 2010. 

DENIAL, CULTURE OF SHAME TO BLAME 
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     What is remarkable about Beverley’s performance is that 

she’s doing well in school despite not attending school for two 

years – issues in her home caused her to miss Year 4 and 5. 

Thanks to the help of the volunteer tutors at CCC, Beverley has 

caught up somewhat, though she still needs a little help with 

Math and Science. Nevertheless, her achievement so far is 

outstanding and we are very proud of her. 

     We wish to thank our volunteer tutors for their unwavering 

commitment to the CCC children – their dedication is making a 

huge difference to these childrens’ lives. If you are interested in 

volunteering your time at the CCC, please contact Annie at 03-

7957 5636. 

* name changed to protect identity  

By MARY SELINA  

CCC supervisor 

I 
T’S been a busy couple of months for those of us at the 

Child Care Centre (CCC), who care and provide support 

for the children of Refuge residents. The good news is that 

the children have had a lot of activities to look forward to. 

     In May, Hong Leong Bank sponsored and arranged an outing 

to the Bukit Kiara Equestrian & Country Resort for 14 CCC 

children, who were thrilled with the pony rides. And during the 

school holidays in June, CCC staff organised a trip to Templer’s 

Park, where the children had a picnic. As you can see from the 

photo above, the kids, staff members and volunteers had a 

splashing time at the waterfall! 

     Between May and July, there were four birthday parties which 

were celebrated at the CCC. Individuals who were celebrating 

their milestone birthdays decided to include the CCC kids and 

hosted their parties at CCC so that the kids could join in the fun. 

Through our regular volunteers, other individuals got to know 

about the CCC and they came to the centre to host lunch or 

dinner for the children, too.  

     We are also very fortunate to have four volunteers who 

come in regularly to tutor the children and four other volunteers 

who come on alternate Saturdays to conduct indoor or outdoor 

activities for the children.  

     We are very proud to report that one of our kids has done 

exceptionally well in school. Beverley*, 12, who will be sitting for 

her UPSR examination in September, scored high marks for her 

Malay and English trial exams and did not fail in any subjects.  

MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO KIDS’ LIVES 

Horsing around: CCC kids enjoying pony rides at the Bukit Kiara 

Equestrian & Country Resort. 

CCC kids 

frolicking at  

the Templer’s 

Park waterfall. 
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Charity dance-drama 

The Bharatanjali Dance Academy staged a dance-drama entitled 

Buddha: The Splendor of Enlightenment from July 30-31 at the 

KLCC Plenary Hall and proceeds from the event are being 

channelled to the WAO Child Care Centre to provide the 

children with a regular tutor, as well as empowerment and 

character-building classes.  

 

Women vs women in court 

Contours Express teamed up once again with WAO for an all-

girl badminton tournament on July 25. Eight teams (with five 

players per team) took part, with various corporations present 

to support the tournament.  

 

All-girl gig 

Laila’s Café and Lounge in Kelana Jaya, Selangor, is popular for 

its open mic nights and lakeside-view dining. Recently, its 

generous team contributed 50% of its June 12 entrance fees to 

WAO. It was a fun evening of great food and kick-ass 

performances by six women at the open mic night.  

Pharma giant pledges RM50K to WAO 

Pharmaceutical firm Sanofi-Aventis has pledged to RM50,000 to 

support WAO activities through the launch of its Lactacyd® 

Intimate Daily Feminine Hygiene Wash pack. The pack 

comprises a 250ml twin-pack and a complimentary 60ml pack, 

which is available in Guardian outlets nationwide until Nov 30, 

2010. From every purchase of the RM33.88 pack, RM5 will be 

donated to WAO. 

 

Steady support from Quota Club 

For the past four years, the Quota Club has been steadfast in 

its support of WAO by training Refuge residents and providing 

assistance. The club’s volunteers come to the centre regularly 

to teach the residents beading, yoga and cooking. 

     Quota Club women provided a motorbike for one of our 

ex-residents to help her with her business and they have given 

seed money to others to start a small business. 

     Besides teaching the women the art of beading, the Quota 

Club women also help to sell the handiwork. Money from the 

sales then goes back to the women as seed money for the 

beading  materials. The Quota Club has also helped with job 

FUNDRAISING & EVENTS 

placements for ex-residents.  

     We take this opportunity to thank the Quota Club team 

for its strong support and commitment to making a change in 

the lives of so many women. 

Celebrating Malaysia 

For the first time in the nation’s history, Sept 16, 2010, will be 

a public holiday for us to commemorate Malaysia’s formation.     

     To mark this day, the owners of Opus, Cava and 

Leonardo’s will host an evening of talks, exhibitions and many 

exciting activities. There will be a pasar malam selling food and 

various items, ethnic performances, art installations, NGO 

booths, movies and more! It’s going to be a street party you 

won’t want to miss – so this is a shout out to join us that day! 

Mark your calendars for Sept 16, 2010, 3-10pm, Jalan 

Bangkung, Bangsar, Kuala Lumpur. 

WAO needs your help 

WAO’s annual organisational expenses total approxi-

mately RM900,000. These include costs for food, medi-

cal needs, transport, utilities and Refuge and Child Care 

Centre maintenance. All cash donations to WAO are 

tax-deductible. We are honoured that many have  

chosen WAO to be the beneficiary of their fundraising 

events as it is a constant challenge for us to raise the 

funds needed to enable us to continue serving the many 

women and children who walk through our doors. 

WAO jumble sale 

The long-awaited WAO jumble sale is back! Books, 

bags, decorative items and knick knacks are just some 

of the items up for grabs. In order for this sale to run 

smoothly, we need volunteers to help out at our 

booth. It’s all hands on deck to set up the booth, sell 

items, hand out WAO flyers and collect money during 

the two shifts: 9am-1pm and 1pm-6pm.  

     The sale is on Sept 25 and 26, 2010, at  

Amcorp Mall, Petaling Jaya, from 9am-6pm. 

     So, come and join us, either by offering a much-

needed helping hand (or two) or by shopping at our 

stalls! If you would like to join in the fun, call Annie or 

Nicole at 03-7957 5636 or 03-7957 0636.  
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Basic needs 

Towels 

Shampoo 

Combs 

Talcum powder 

Women’s toiletries 

New undergarments for women  

   and children (all sizes) 

Laundry detergent 

Toilet rolls 

 

Medical needs 

Panadol – syrup for children 

Cough syrup, Dettol 

Burnol, Vicks 

 

Household needs 

Bedsheets 

Rubbish bags 

Pillows and pillow covers 

Curtains 

Fluorescent lights (small & big) 

 

Groceries 

Eggs 

Powdered milk 

 

Weekly provisions 

Chickens – 2 birds 

Fish – 1 kg 

Vegetables 

Cabbage 

Corn 

Leafy Vegetables 

Beans 

Cauliflower 

Tomatoes 

Potatoes 

Red and Green Peppers 

Tofu  

Bean sprouts 

Coconut milk and grated coconut 

Canned food: Sardines, peas 

condensed milk, etc. 

Fish cakes/fish balls 

Fresh noodles 

Onions, Garlic, Ginger 

 

WAO WISHLIST 

 

IMMEDIATE NEEDS 

Sofa set for living room and 

waiting room of Refuge and 

CCC 

Milo 

Rice 

Diapers (small) 

Powdered milk (for babies 

and children) 

President:  

Meera Samanther 

  

Vice President:  

Vivienne Lee Iskandar 

 

Secretary: Chin Oy Sim 

Asst. Secretary:  

Mok Chuang Lian 

Treasurer: Carol Chin 

Asst. Treasurer:   

Sharon Kaur  

 

Committee Members:  

Ambiga Sreenevasan 

 Lee Shook Fong 

 Grace Lim 

Executive Director:  

Ivy Josiah 

 

Finance & Admin  
Manager: Sharmini  

Kanesamoorthy 

 

Projects & Admin  

Manager: Annie Varghese 

  

 Administrator (temp): 

 Suwarnalata Gunasekaran 

 

Projects Assistant:  

Ann Nicole Nunis 

Programme Officers: 

Sarah Thwaites (volunteer) 

Valerie Mohan 

 

Social Work Manager:  

Wong  Su Zane 

 

Social Workers: 

Jessie Ang 

Nazlina Abd Ghani 

Umadevi Rajah Denram 

Noor Diyana Yahaya 

Puveshini Rao Subaramanian 

 

 

Night Supervisor:  

Normah Mohd. Noor 

 

 

CCC Supervisor:  
Mary Selina 

 

 

CCC Child Minders: 

Vijaya Anumiah 

Hanif Muawanah Nuhyi  

 Kalayivani Vasudevan 

The Women of  WAO 

 


